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40 years ago, at the height 
of the Vietnam War and in 
the wake of the Kent State 
killings, NIU and DeKalb 
were a powderkeg. And the 
Northern Star was in the 
middle of it all.

Barry Schrader looks back 
on tumultuous times.
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One selling point about working for the 
Northern Star has remained constant 
over the generations: It’s a real-world 

newspaper, and the best preparation students 
can get for a career in this business. We hold 
to professional standards on both the news 
side and business side. And, we sink or swim 
based on advertising revenue.

We don’t need to tell you that the swimming 
conditions have been rough. The newspaper 
industry’s woes have hit hard here, too. The 
Star’s overall annual budget is down about 
27 percent in the past five years, from a high 
of almost $900,000 to the present $650.000. 
On average, we produce fewer pages – 12 
most days, and even dropping to 8 once every 
several weeks.

All of that has necessitated cuts in staffing. 
A decade ago, about 30 students attended our 
annual managers and editors retreat every 
August. That number has been cut in half. 

Here’s the silver lining, though: Despite 
our limited resources, newsroom students 
continue to produce good journalism – telling 
interesting stories both in print and online, 
serving as a watchdog of both campus and 
city governments, comforting the afflicted and 
afflicting the comfortable. The number of local 
stories each day is about the same as it’s been 
for decades. Meantime, advertising students 
are learning to produce in a historically tough 
sales environment.

Change in approach

The Star has a new website this fall, and it’s 
quite a departure from anything we’ve done 
before. Launched in 1995, the Northern Star 
Online always has been home-grown – no out-
side content management system, no off-cam-
pus host. Students did all the programming 
and development.

For several years now, we’ve been realizing 
this approach no longer works for us. Our tech 
students did an admirable job, but where the 
Star once was light years ahead of most col-
lege media websites in terms of innovation and 
content, we’d fallen alarmingly behind. That’s 
not because of any student deficiency. Web 
sites and their underlying CMSes have simply 
become far more sophisticated. New content 
innovations pop up weekly, it seems.

Many college papers continue to use a free 
CMS and host called College Publisher to 
produce their site. View any of those sites and 
they look very similar – even featuring the 

same national ads in the same spots. We’ve 
never been comfortable with handing over 
that much control, or potential revenue, to an 
outside company.  

This fall, we’re one of the first 10 college 
media clients of TownNews.com, a big CMS 
provider and host for hundreds of professional 
newspaper sites. It’s not free, but our students 
get quite a lot of control … and we don’t have 
to share ad revenue with a third party. 

We’re not thrilled that our students no 
longer get to create our site from scratch. But 
we’ve concluded that it’s no longer a realistic 
expectation. Students can’t create and publish 
new and innovative web content if they have 
to spend much of the year inventing the boxes 
to put it in. We don’t make page designers 
invent their own version of InDesign, nor do 
we make photographers come up a Photoshop 
clone. We put those tools in students’ hands 
and give them the best chance to succeed. 
We’ll now do the same with the website, and 
narrow our focus to what the Star is best at: 
producing useful and interesting content. 

Visit us at northernstar.info. We’ll be inter-
ested to hear what you think of the new site.

Parmenter scholarship 

We’ve reached our initial fund-raising goal 
for The Northern Star Parmenter scholarship.

A generous donation from 1999 alum Bob 
McGann put the fund over the $25,000 mark. 
Thanks to Bob and to all alumni and friends 
who have made this scholarship possible.

The scholarship honors the memory of Dan 
Parmenter, a sophomore and Northern Star 
advertising representative who was one of 
five NIU students killed in the Feb. 14, 2008, 
campus shootings.

The fund has reached its minimum level 
to produce an annual, endowed scholarship. 
But we’re still seeking donations in order to 
increase the scholarship amount. If you’d like 
to donate, please contact us.
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Telescope is published annually, 
both in print and online at www.
northernstar.info/alumni. Our mailing 
list includes more than 600 Northern 
Star alumni  around the world. 
Please contact others from your era 
at the Star and tell them to get in 
touch with us.
   If you have ideas for articles about 
Star alumni, or would like to get in-
volved in writing articles or planning 
events, please contact us. 

contacts
Jim Killam 
Northern Star Adviser
 815-753-4239 / jkillam@niu.edu

Maria Krull  
Northern Star Business Adviser
815-753-0707 / mkrull@niu.edu

Barry Schrader
Northern Star Alumni President
schrader94550@sbcglobal.net

★ Welcome ★

Choppy waters

maria Krull • Jim Killam
NOrTherN STAr AdvISerS
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Greetings to my fellow Star survivors 
from your Northern Star Alumni presi-
dent. I wrote this column below for the 
Daily Chronicle this May as a look back 
on the 40th anniversary at the student 
protests in May 1970. Some of you were 
either students here at the time, Star 
staffers, or alumni who were covering 
it for a paper or broadcast station. I was 
there every night along with the other 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle staffers.

•  •  •

Several readers who were part of or 
witnessed the rioting and protests 
during May 1970 at Northern 

Illinois University and in the city had 
comments about their experiences.

When reading the old news accounts, 
something that intrigued me further 
was the tug of war between the campus 
newspaper and law enforcement.

As you might expect, the journalism 
department and Northern Star taught 
students all about First Amendment 
rights as journalists and how to exercise 
them. Then they faced a real world test 
of those Constitutional rights and found 
something amiss.

In talking with former Star photogra-
pher John Patsch, now a staff photogra-
pher for the Herald-News in the Joliet 
area, he said he learned that it was not 
smart to hang with a group of journal-
ists when TV crews are using bright 
lights to illuminate the action. He was 
close by when someone threw a rock 
that smashed the lights out. But Patsch 
is 6-foot-8 and an easy target himself. 
I stood near him on the police side of 
the Kishwaukee River bridge one night, 
knowing they would not aim at me first.

But two student-newspaper staffers 
got busted while exercising their First 
Amendment rights. The first was Larry 
Spohn who doubled as a reporter-
photographer and was with a mob of 
roaming students near Lowden Hall. I 
reached him by phone at his Albuquer-
que, N.M., home last week, and he said 

he didn’t feel it necessary to run when 
police started advancing on the crowd, 
telling police he was a Star staffer. The 
cop clobbered him with a “billy club” as 
he calls it and ordered him to disperse. 
He made the unfortunate decision to 
confront the officer and argue about 
his rights. Soon he found himself under 
arrest, tightly cuffed with plastic bands, 
and carted off to the Sycamore jail in a 
busload of student protesters. He stayed 
in the lockup overnight until other 
Northern Star staffers collected enough 
money to bail him out, and eventually 
the charges were dropped by DeKalb 
County State’s Attorney James Boyle.

It did bring Spohn some degree of 
fame as the Rockford Morning Star ran 
a front page photo of him and the cop 
during their confrontation. The Chicago 

Tribune wrote an editorial defending his 
right as a journalist to be there covering 
the story, and the Society of Profes-
sional Journalists took up his cause at 
their next meeting in Chicago. He was 
a sophomore at the time and recalls this 
as the most exciting event in his college 
career. Later Spohn went on to become 
an award-winning science writer and 
then deputy editorial page editor for an 
Albuquerque newspaper.

The other arrestee was Star editor 
Ken Trantowski. Last week, I found 
him in the Chicago area where he is 
president of his own public relations and 
marketing firm, KGT Communications 
Group Inc.

Trantowski said he was counseled 
by the late Roy Campbell, then faculty 
adviser to the student newspaper and an 
old hand at newspapering. They knew 
that law enforcement might want their 
newspaper negatives or photos to use 
as evidence when prosecuting student 
protesters, and they also believed they 
had the right to refuse to turn them over 
to officials. But then three state police 
officials showed up at the newspaper’s 
campus office with a subpoena for the 
negatives. When the young editor said 

Barry
schrader

NOrTherN STAr
AluMNI PreSIdeNT

1970 niU riots put student 
journalists in harm’s way ... 
and even in jail

niU arcHives

one of the iconic images of the may 1970 campus riots. students turned over a police car and set 
it on fire.

40 years ago, Star in eye of storm

☞Continued on Page 5
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★ The Star Today ★

the northern star’s editors, managers and advisers for fall 2010.

Lauren Stott, junior journalism/
political science major, is in her sec-
ond semester as Northern Star editor 
in chief. She also interned this past 
summer as a reporter and copy editor 
at the (DeKalb) Daily Chronicle.

 
Where did you grow up, and how did 
you get interested in journalism?

I grew up about 15 minutes east 
of DeKalb near a small town called 
Maple Park. My high school of-
fered electives in journalism, and 
I enrolled in the first class of the 
curriculum. None of the other elec-
tives piqued my interest so I took a 
chance. 

 
What’s the best part about being the 
star’s editor in chief?

Working with passionate, fun 
people. Though I don’t get a lot of 

time to chase stories, I really love 
helping others come up great ideas 
and seeing them succeed. I try to 
spend as much time possible work-
ing for them, because their stuff 
(layouts, stories, photos) is what 
really makes the Star.

What’s the toughest part?

 Two things: Seeing talented 

people quit (though I try to keep in 
touch with them in case they ever 
want to come back), and not getting 
enough sleep. I’m tired all the time!

 
 What are your career aspirations? 

I’d love to do government report-
ing, or even political research at a 
more in-depth level. Or, I’d like to 
be a copy editor. I love to design and 
edit. I’m really open to anything in 
this field.

 
are you nervous about the future of 
newspapers? 

I’m so busy I don’t have time to 
worry. I just hope that, by the time 
I enter the professional world, the 
public has started to realize how 
much they need reputable journal-
ism. If that happens, the industry 
will begin to stabilize. 

Star editor reflects on her job, future

lauren stott



☞From Page 3

schrader

the negatives were no longer there and 
would not turn them over, they used the 
subpoena as an arrest warrant and off 
he went to the same Sycamore jail. He 
said Campbell had contacts at the Chica-
go Daily News, who quickly dispatched 
lawyers to get him released.

Trantowski relates how the negatives 
were being spirited out the door almost 
the minute the officers arrived at their 
building and were moved around from 
place to place for fear there would be 
a search warrant issued later. Retired 
NIU J-Department photography profes-
sor Hallie Hamilton recalls receiving 
a package of them, which he stored 
in his freezer for a while before they 
were retrieved by a staffer and moved 
elsewhere. No one seems to know 
where they ended up. I checked out 
the NIU Regional History Archives and 
they aren’t stored there. The statute of 
limitations has run out by now, so they 
are only of historical value today.

What an exciting time for young 

journalists who learned their classroom 
lessons well and put into practice what 
they had been taught, despite facing 
daunting circumstances.

Barry Schrader is a J-grad from the 
Class of 1963, retired from careers in 

newspapering and public relations. He 
now lives in DeKalb and writes a weekly 
column for the Daily Chronicle. You can 
find it at www.dekalbcountylife.com. Con-
tact Barry at schrader94550@sbcglobal.
net. s column first appeared in the Daily 
Chronicle on May 25, 2010.
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1958
Bruce ladd is at the writing 
stage of his fourth book. 
“This one is about Abra-
ham Lincoln and the dozen 
folks who helped make him 
the household word he is 
today,” he says.

bcladdjr@aol.com

1962
george stolz and his wife, 
sandy, are traveling the 
country in the RV and blog-
ging about it at http://san-
geo-travels.blogspot.com.

stoltzgf@gmail.com

1965
claudia luther is a senior 
media relations representa-
tive at UCLA, where she 
landed after “retiring” from 
the Los Angeles Times 
after 33½ years of reporting 
and editing. She and her 
husband, Tom Trapnell, a 
graphic designer, live in the 
Mar Vista area of West Los 
Angeles.

claudia.luther@earthlink.net 

1966
ed murnane is now in his 
17th year as president of the 
Illinois Civil Justice League 
and is in his second year as 
Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the American 
Tort Reform Association.

emurnane@icjl.org

1969
allan Zullo has been writing 
non-fiction books — some 
serious, some offbeat 
— since 1985. His three lat-
est: “Battle Heroes: Voices 
from Afghanistan” (Scholas-
tic, August 2010), accounts 
of bravery in America’s 
longest war; “Bad Pets: 
True Tales of Misbehav-
ing Animals” (Scholastic, 
August 2010); and “You’re 
the Butter on My Biscuit” 
(Andrews McMeel, October 
2010), a follow-up to “But-
ter My Butt and Call Me a 
Biscuit” (Andrews McMeel, 
2009), a celebration of coun-
try sayings and humor. Al-
lan lives near Asheville, 
N.C., with his wife Kathryn. 
He’s working on his next 
book, “Heroes of 9/11,” 
which will be published by 
Scholastic next year on the 
10th anniversary of that 

infamous day. 
allan@allanzullo.com

1970
carol (cain) Hughes received 
a master of liberal studies 
in May from Arizona State 
University. 

carol.hughes@cox.net

1972
Henry defiebre and wife 
Karen Rothe, plus their 
10-year-old grandson) were 
set to visit their daughter, 
Amanda, late this summer 
in Swaziland (southern 
Africa). Amanda is halfway 
through a two-year stint as 
a Peace Corps volunteer 
there. Hank and Karen are 
retired and live in Naples, 
Fla.

hdkr@mac.com

larry spohn’s 1970 arrest was documented by the daily chronicle. star co-workers came up 
with $50 to bail him out of jail.

As provided by 
your e-mails, 

phone calls and 
visits.

☞Continued on next page
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1977
paul ivice reports that “Free-
lancing as a business writer 
for The Scripps Treasure 
Coast Newspapers and 
as a sports writer for The 
Palm Beach Post is keeping 
me fairly busy these days, 
though I also get occasional 
work from The Associated 
Press and other Florida 
newspapers, such as the Or-
lando Sentinel  and Miami 
Herald. It took some time 
to get traction after mov-
ing from Jacksonville, Fla., 
to Jupiter three years ago, 
but I like to say now that 
I’m now the busiest unem-
ployed journalist in South 
Florida.”

ivpaul42@aol.com

Barbara parus is the direc-
tor of publications for the 
National Speakers Asso-
ciation in Tempe, Ariz. She 
also is the managing editor 
of Speaker magazine.

bparus@aol.com

david timmersman is the 
Sales and Marketing Man-
ager at LSA Laser in Plym-
outh, Minn. While at the 
Star he was the advertising 
manager.

dtimmersman@Lsalaser.com

1978
cary Baker operates the mu-
sic publicity company Con-
queroo (www.conqueroo.
com) in Los Angeles.

cary@conqueroo.com

 
1981
ed Beckmann lives in Ber-
thoud, Colo., and works as 
Assistant Vice President of 
Strategic Communications 
and Market Research for 
the largest credit union in 
Boulder and Broomfield 

Counties, Colorado. He and 
his wife of 26-plus years, 
1982 NIU grad Christi 
(Rapp) Beckmann, “enjoy 
everything the beautiful 
Rocky Mountains have to 
offer. Having a blast.” And, 
Ed adds, “Still cheering on 
the Blackhawks from 1,100 
miles away.”

edbeckmann@yahoo.com

1982
Karen eyres was recently 
elected Vice President-
Communications of the 
Hollywood Chapter of the 
National Organization for 
Women. She also has been 
appointed Commissioner 
of the City of West Holly-
wood’s Public Facilities 
Commission.

karen@kareneyres.com

rebecca groble Hull, a former 
Star photographer, is mar-
ried to David Hull, and they 
have one son, Gabriel.  They 
live in Evanston, Ill. Rebec-
ca has a master’s degree in 
linguistics from Northeast-
ern Illinois University, and 
taught ESL for many years 
to immigrants, refugees 
and university students. 
She’s currently a district 
manager with Arbonne In-
ternational, a Swiss formu-
lated skincare and wellness 
company. “Fibromyalgia 
has slowed me down a bit,” 
she writes, “but I’ve learned 
how to stay fit and healthy 
and make it a part of my life, 
and not my whole life. If any 
of you have FMS, or know 
someone who does, I’m a 
good ear, but will set you 
straight if you aren’t doing 
what you need to do for 
yourself.”

rebeccagroblehull@ 
sbcglobal.net

www.rebeccagroblehull. 
myarbonne.com

1984
Barry dredze founded and 
assumed the position of Edi-
tor-in-Chief of the Winfield 
Post, a bi-monthly inde-
pendent community news-
paper serving the greater 
Winfield, Ill., area.  The 
Winfield Post will celebrate 
its first anniversary with the 
publication of its 24th issue 
on Aug. 11, 2010.
thewinfieldpost@gmail.com

1988
dave tuley continues to write 
a weekly sports betting col-
umn for Daily Racing Form 
as well as running his own 
website, ViewFromVegas.
com. This fall, he is mov-
ing his blog and the VFV 
Forums to InsideBetting.
com. He lives in Las Vegas 
with his wife of 9 years, 
Wendy, and their three kids 
named after Chicago sports 
stars: daughters Jordyn, 8, 
and Peyton, 6; and son Mad-
dux, 1.

davetuley@hotmail.com

Jim Wozniak left his job in 
November as Erwin bu-
reau chief of the Johnson 
City Press in Tennessee 
to become media relations 
coordinator for Wellmont 
Health System, a health 
care company based in 
Kingsport, Tenn., with eight 
hospitals and other health 
facilities. He continues to 
live in Johnson City, Tenn., 
with his wife, Emily, and 
13-year-old son, David. He 
also had the pleasure of see-
ing Maria Krull at an NIU 
women’s basketball game 
in February when he was in 
Illinois for a visit.

mcwozniak@hotmail.com

1990
david pollard works as 

reporter for Pioneer Press, 
part of Sun-Times Media. 
He covers local govern-
ment, schools and features 
in the western suburbs of 
Cook County.

montelldv@yahoo.com

1991
Karri e. christiansen is 
the lead reporter for the 
(Aurora, Ill.) Beacon-News 
Mind & Body section.

kecnewsed@yahoo.com

1993
Jim Huguelet (B.S. 1993, M.S. 
1995) is President of The 
Huguelet Group LLC (www.
huguelet.com) which pro-
vides strategic information 
technology consulting and 
project management ser-
vices to clients in the Chi-
cago area including BP and 
McDonald’s Corporation.  
He is currently President  of 
the NIU Computer Science 
Alumni Council (CSAC).

jhuguelet@huguelet.com

david oliveira is a Senior 
Vice President with De-
mand Media, and he is 
based in Chicago. Previous-
ly, David worked for Yahoo.
com.
David.oliveira@demandmedia.

com

Will vogelsang is a director 
with McGladrey (public 
accounting) officed in 
Deerfield, Ill. The company 
specializes in audit, tax 
and consulting services 
to technology/software 
companies. He lives in Chi-
cago’s St. Ben’s neighbor-
hood (Grace and Damen).

WVIMingU@Yahoo.com.



1994
erin (gockman) drinkwine and 
her husband Chris have a 
new baby: Russell William 
Drinkwine, born Nov. 15, 
2009.  Erin and Chris have 
two other children, Lily and 
Eddie.

drinkwine@tds.net

matt gronlund took a new 
role working in brand mar-
keting at Unilever Foodsolu-
tions in Lyle, Ill., this past 
January. Matt continues to 
live in Wheaton with his 
wife and two daughters.

mattgronlund@gmail.com

1995
danny alig Jacobson is still in 
Switzerland. Their sec-
ond child, daughter Rhea 
Lucille, was born June 23, 
2010. “I’m still working in 
IT schools teaching Eng-
lish, but I’ve also branched 
out again into working in 
companies and one school 
I work for got an exclusive 
contract for all language 
teaching at the Swiss gov-
ernment,” he writes. “And 
as I’m the head English 
teacher in Bern, I’ve been 
giving some private lessons 
to department heads and 
their assistants, some of 
which I’m supposed to keep 
secret. Also, my application 
to become Swiss is being 
processed.”

dannyfanny@hotmail.com
www.thepizzachronicles.com

tom collins recently left 
TransUnion and accepted 
a position as a Senior 
Consultant with Accen-
ture in the Data Center 
Operations organization. 
His son, Aidan, will start 
kindergarten in the fall 
and daughter, Kelsey, just 
turned 1. “Guess who she 

has wrapped around her 
finger?” Tom writes.

tom@collins.name

1996
adam Bain, former Northern 
Star production manager 
and ad designer, started 
AB Games in 2008 to invent 
and create board games 
and video games for vari-
ous platforms. AB Games’ 
first board game invention 
is called Yikerz. Partnering 
with Wiggles production 
company, they released 
Yikerz to stores in July 
2009. Find out more at 
Yikerzgame.com. “We were 
honored last month with the 
prestigious Mensa award,” 
Adam writes. “We have 
other video and board game 
projects that are under de-
velopment which we antici-
pate will be available for the 
holiday season, if all goes 
well.” Adam’s also work-
ing as an art director for a 
Nintendo Wii video game 
for a well known license that 
should also be released for 
the holiday season.

squidmon2@aol.com 

1997
Kristophere owens works at 
Elgin Community College. 
He and his wife live in Rock-
ford with their daughter, 

who will be 3 in November. 
Kris graduated on June 
26 from National-Louis 
University with a Master 
of Business Administration-
General Management. And 
he’s started a blog, called 
Chasing the Sunset at 
http://welltraveledroad.
blogspot.com/ that he says 
was inspired by his days as 
a columnist at the Star.

solarcatcher@gmail.com

Jason schaumburg is editor 
of the Daily Chronicle in 
DeKalb, Ill. Before that, he 
was managing editor at the 
Northwest Herald in Crys-
tal Lake, Ill.

schaumy33@verizon1.net

1998
eric Barnes and his wife, 
Brenda, welcomed a son, 
Evan, born Dec. 31, 2009. 
Evan joins his big sister, 
Reese. Early in spring Eric 
has been recognized with 
the prestigious Campbell 
Award. In May 2010, Eric 
was promoted to Digital 
Sales Manager for Tribune 
Media Group. 

ebarnes@tribune.com

richard rostron launched 
a pair of companies in 
McHenry County in 2009 
– a resume company and a 
professional writing service 
providing press releases, 
Web text and copywriting 
– OnTarget Resumes and 
Positive Action Develop-
ment, respectively. 

richr@ontarget-resumes.com

1999
Heather and Kevin dean, both 
former Star sales reps, wel-
comed their second child, 
Noah James Dean, on May 
24. He weighed 8 pounds 
and was 20 inches long. He 
was welcomed home by his 

big brother, Logan, who is 
now 3 ½. Kevin is an Ac-
count Manager at Abbott 
Laboratories and Heather 
is a Marketing Director at 
Takeda Pharmaceuticals. 
They live in Gurnee, Ill.
roxiellie@yahoo.com (Heather)
pressrun34@yahoo.com (Kevin)

Bob mcgann and his wife, 
Kara, welcomed their 
second daughter, Eileen, 
in November. “She’s now 
voraciously consuming 
books and newspapers,” 
Bob writes, “but it’s prob-
ably because she’s teeth-
ing.” Bob and fellow Star 
alum Ben cikanek (’98) have 
been bumping into each 
other at NIU New York 
alumni events, including the 
Yankees/White Sox game 
and last year’s bowl game 
watching party. “If anyone 
is coming out to NYC, they 
can look me up.”

bob_mcgann@hotmail.com

david spitz married Carrie 
Virene on July 4, 2010, in 
Evanston, Ill.  David and 
Carrie reside in their new 
condo in the West Loop. 
David regularly volunteers 
as a journalism instructor 
at Carrie’s high school on 
Chicago’s west side.

davidspitz@hotmail.com

2000
Joe Biesk and his family 
moved back to Chicago 
from Kentucky, and are liv-
ing on the South Side. Joe is 
the political reporter at the 
SouthtownStar.

joe_biesk@yahoo.com

erica (gallagher) Burke is the 
managing editor of a life-
style publication (McHenry 
County Living) and runs a 
parenting blog on the side 
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Kelsey collins



(http://mommysalright.
wordpress.com). She and 
husband J (’00) enjoy 
keeping up with Ollie, their 
rambunctious toddler.

ericalburke@yahoo.com

Kevin slattery lives in Phil-
adelphia and has been work-
ing as the Market Research 
Manager for the Philadel-
phia Convention & Visitors 
Bureau and volunteers as an 
Ambassador and Docent for 
the City of Philadelphia’s 
Mural Arts Program. He 
recently produced a flash 
mob/viral video to promote 
the latter. The video is at: 
www.youtube.com/philly-
muralarts 

kevinslattery312@gmail.com

Kevin Wendt is engaged to 
Ashley Dinges, the market-
ing director of Merrimack 
Hall, a non-profit perform-
ing arts venue in Huntsville, 
Ala. Kevin and Ashley met 
at the San Jose Mercury 
News. Kevin is editor of The 
Huntsville Times (48,000 
daily, 72,000 Sunday) in 
Huntsville, Ala.

kevindwendt@gmail.com

2001
nate Hardesty has moved to 
Lake Tahoe, Nev., where 
he is Director of Sales and 
Marketing for the Hyatt Re-
gency Lake Tahoe Resort, 
Spa and Casino.

Nate.Hardesty@hyatt.com
 
Josh gaby is still a copy 
editor/slot man/designer 
on the Sun-Times sports 
desk. Josh and wife Kati and 
big sister Isa) welcomed 
another daughter, Zaryn 
Alice, on May 4. They live in 
Park Ridge.

aceorton@hotmail.com
 
Jonathan Koepke is the 
SESC Division Manager 

at ENCAP, Inc, primarily 
in charge of erosion and 
sediment control work for 
private and public sector 
clients. Jonathan and his 
wife Beth have a daughter, 
Olivia Jane, born in Febru-
ary 2008. 

jkoepke@encapinc.net
 

2002
nate legue earned the 
Dean’s Award for Academic 
Excellence at the University 
of Iowa College of Law for 
achieving the highest grade 
in his legal writing class. 
“Maybe all those years 
in newspapers count for 
something,” he writes. He 
also is working for the dean 
for civic engagement and 
begins his second year of 
law school this fall.

nate.legue@gmail.com

Janna (smallwood) sobol has 
worked as a personal trainer 
for five years and recently 
launched True Fitness, 
an in-home personal train-
ing business. She also will 
start culinary school at the 
Illinois Institute of Art in 
Chicago this summer. She 
lives in North Aurora with 
her husband, Andrew.

janna.sobol@gmail.com

2003
courtney cavanaugh works as 
a Junior Account Manager 
at PureEquator in Batavia, 
Ill., and enjoys volunteering 
at Anderson Animal Shelter 
in South Elgin, Ill. 
paintedclouds1981@yahoo.com

greg clemens opened his 
own insurance agency: State 
Farm Insurance, 4116 N. 
Cass Avenue in Westmont, 
Ill. Greg and his wife, Kati, 
welcomed a daughter, 
Norah, on Sept. 21, 2010.

info@gregclemens.com 

todd Krysiak is editor of the 
Sauk Prairie Eagle, which 
was named the Weekly 
Newspaper of the Year 
for 2009 by the Wisconsin 
Newspaper Association, 
and have been the acting 
interim Assistant Editor of 
the Baraboo News Republic, 
a daily, since October 2009. 
Former NIU student Paul 
Rusmisel and I also contin-
ue to operate our semi-pro-
fessional recording studio 
and record label Cave 
Sounds Studio and Records 
in Baraboo, Wis.

tkrysiak@capitalnewspapers.
com

Willie mickell (B.A. 2003, 
M.A. 2007) is pursuing his 
Ed.D in Adult and Higher 
Education at NIU. He works 
as a graduate instructor, 
teaching college reading 
and study skills at NIU. 
His wife, Tracey Stuckey-
Mickell, received her Ed.D 
in Instructional Technol-
ogy from NIU and has 
accepted a Senior Lecturer 
position in the Educational 
Psychology & Philosophy 
area at The Ohio State 
University for fall 2010. 
His son, Antwan Hampton, 
recently graduated from 
Bolingbrook High School 
and will attend NIU in the 
fall and major in psychology. 
And his son Robbie was on 
the honor roll during first 
grade and will be in second 
grade this fall.

wmickell@yahoo.com
 
steve staden reports he’s 
“still captivated by the 
Blackhawks’ Stanley Cup 
victory. I’m sad I missed the 
celebration, but I’ll defi-
nitely make it down when 
the Cubs win. I spent two 
weeks exploring Switzer-
land and I highly recom-
mend everyone visit when 
they get a chance.” Steve 

starts the MBA program at 
the University of Wisconsin 
in the fall, but says he’s still 
conflicted about being a 
Badger fan.

sstaden@gmail.com 

2004
Jeff goluszka is the drummer 
in Chicago-area band Fac-
ing Winter. In fall 2010, the 
band will release its second 
full-length album, “Gifts 
from Gravity.” The album 
can be heard free now at 
http://facingwinter.com. 
When Jeff isn’t working 
on music, he pays the bills 
by heading a bookkeeping 
department at an auto-auc-
tion corporation. He still 
hopes to one day make a 
living off playing music. 
Facing Winter continues to 
perform regularly through-
out northern Illinois and the 
Midwest.

jeff@facingwinter.com

laura (grandt) cohen mar-
ried Jake Cohen on July 17, 
2010.

lgrandt@hotmail.com

mark pickrell, a former 
Northern Star sports writer, 
lives in Florida and works 
for John Deere Landscapes. 
He’s also back in school at 
Valencia Community Col-
lege in Orlando, working on 
an associate’s degree in hor-
ticulture. “How I went from 
writing for a newspaper to 
working with plants? I have 
no idea,” he writes. “That’s 
just life, I guess.”

pick4444@aol.com

Brent renken is the Corpo-
rate Sales and Business 
Development Manager at 
E.W. Scripps Media Com-
pany. Previously, Brent was 
the Director of Retail Adver-
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tising for the Washington 
Examiner in Washington, 
D.C.

BRenken@scrippsweb.com

Jaime swanson is a front 
page designer for the Daily 
Herald and lives in Chica-
go’s Ukrainian Village “I 
moonlight, rarely, as a bar-
tender at Marie’s Rip Tide 
Lounge in Bucktown. “It’s a 
4 a.m. a bunch of musicians, 
hipsters and journalists call 
home during the week,” she 
writes, “and a 5 a.m. on the 
weekend where the rest of 
the miscreants of the city 
congregate.” Jaime also 
does some freelance editing 
for Demand Studios, editing 
online articles for sites like 
Ehow and Livestrong. “Who 
doesn’t like having three 
jobs?” she writes.

j.e.swanson@gmail.com

2005
mark Bieganski is a Senior 
Producer for Time Out 
Chicago and TimeOutChi-
cago.com. Previously Mark 
worked for Fox News and 
The Chicago Sun-Times.

markbieganski@gmail.com

Kate (mcdonough) Black-
welder is still the Commu-
nications Manager for the 
Illinois College of Emergen-
cy Physicians in Downers 
Grove. Since she moved to 
Glen Ellyn, getting to work 
takes only 15 minutes — so 
she’s content to stay where 
she’s at, designing market-
ing pieces, writing newslet-
ters and working on nu-
merous other projects that 
“communicate.” (The list 
grows longer each day…)  
She and her husband love 
their new house but now 
fully understand what the 
“joys of home ownership” 
entail.

kate.blackwelder@gmail.com

deanna cabinian (B.S. 2005, 
M.S. 2007) quit her job at 
the end of July to travel for 
six months to a year. She 
plans to take a road trip, go 
to Italy, Australia, and work 
with Habitat for Human-
ity in Hawaii.  She hasn’t 
figured out the rest yet, but 
has some ideas. She plans 
to write a book about her 
adventure. 

deannacabinian@yahoo.com

Jennifer chang has joined 
Hyatt Hotels as a Corporate 
GL Accountant and is based 
in Chicago. Jenni previously 
worked at Huron.

Jenni-h.chang@gmail.com

christina chapman is a staff 
writer for the Morris Daily 
Herald, a Shaw Newspaper 
in Morris, Ill. “We’re a small 
paper so I handle a bit of 
everything including courts 
news, council meetings and 
breaking news,” she writes. 
She lives in Crest Hill, Ill.
chapman_christina@yahoo.com

andrea (fernandez) Harnden 
has spent the last two years 
working for a healthcare 
consulting firm in the 
western suburbs, and was 
promoted to Corporate 
Marketing Manager last 
summer. Earlier this year, 
Andrea started freelancing 
for two skin care companies 
on the side, which keeps 
her busy with writing, edit-
ing, and project manage-
ment for each product line. 
Andrea is married and lives 
in Lombard, Ill. 

andrea.harnden@gmail.com

mike runestad works for 
the Indiana Commission 
for Higher Education, and 
he was promoted in April 
to editorial and operations 
manager for Learn More 
Indiana.

miker@learnmore.org

nick swedberg is the St. 
Charles, Ill., local editor for 
the online news website 
Patch.com.

nswedberg@gmail.com

2006
rasmieyh abdelnabi has 
been assistant director of 
programs and court advo-
cate for victims of domestic 
violence at Arab American 
Family Services, a social 
services agency in Chica-
go’s southwest suburbs. 
This fall, she’s beginning 
work on her master’s in 
Middle East Studies at the 
University of Virginia. 

raz0184@yahoo.com

dominic poggi is an account 
executive at GROUPON. 
Previously, he worked at 
Cision.

poggidom@gmail.com

christopher strupp got 
married July 3, 2010. He’s 
worked at the Northern 
Illinois Food Bank as a 
Public Policy and Advocacy 
Specialist since 2008.

strupp.c@gmail.com

2007
genevieve diesing is an 
associate editor at BNP 
Media by day and a free-
lance writer by night. She 
contributes editorials and 
occasional features to the 
Chicago Tribune’s RedEye; 
covers local music for the 
Chicago Sun Times; and 
writes about local theater 
for Metromix Chicago. She 
also covers pop culture for 
several local and national 
publications.

gdiesing@yahoo.com
www.genevievediesing.net

stephanie Kohl is still with 
the Pioneer Press, but with 
a new beat seemingly every 

few months. The current 
flavor is covering Liber-
tyville, Mundelein, Vernon 
Hills and Lake Forest area 
schools. “Who would have 
thought my journalism 
training would have me 
interviewing 6-year-olds?” 
she writes.

skohl@pioneerlocal.com

Brandon mangia is “super-
stringing” at the Elgin Cou-
rier-News. He also works at 
a company called Proactive 
Worldwide in Schaumburg, 
doing competitive intelli-
gence work. 

bmangia03@live.com

stephanie c. rivera works 
in downtown Chicago for 
Fox Sports Net in National 
TV Advertising Sales sell-
ing MLB, NBA, and NHL 
working with various Ad 
Agencies based here to 
drive their clients’ cover-
age across the nation in pro 
sports. “I live here in Wrig-
leyville and the other third 
of the time in Europe.  If 
you’re in the area, feel free 
to contact me to say hello 
and catch up!” 
stephanie.rivera@foxsports.net

Ben Woloszyn is a staff pho-
tographer with the Rockford 
Register Star as of May 2010 
after spending the last three 
years as a photographer for 
daily newspapers in Lara-
mie, Wyo. and in Stillwater, 
Okla.  Ben married fellow 
NIU alum Molly (Ragsdale) 
Woloszyn in January 2009.

benwoloszyn@yahoo.com

derek Wright traded the 
newsroom for the class-
room. Leaving behind the 
newspaper and radio indus-
tries, he currently teaches 
English in Taichung, 
Taiwan, helping children 
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master useful phrases such 
as “No, that is not my alliga-
tor” and “Tiramisu tastes 
different on the moon.” Al-
though, he still serves as an 
occasional correspondent 
for some U.S. magazines 
and maintains an iTunes 
podcast, his primary focus 
is a yet-untitled collection of 
short stories.

derek_a_wright@yahoo.com

2008
Herminia irizarry married 
her high school sweetheart, 
Brandon Chase (NIU ’08), 
in June. She is an associate 
editor at Imagination Pub-
lishing in Chicago. 

Irizarry.h@gmail.com

andy mitchell started a new 
job in June as city reporter 
for the Clinton Herald in 
Clinton, Iowa. This after 
graduating from the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Spring-
field’s Public Affairs Report-
ing Program. “Following in 
the lines of Pat Yeagle and 
Ken Lowe, I endured five 
months of the craziness 
that is Illinois statehouse 
politics,” Andy writes. “My 
graduate internship was 
with Metro Networks, a 
radio wire service owned by 
Westwood One stations.”

andrewmitchell85@gmail.com

John puterbaugh started a 
new job with Shaw Subur-
ban Media this spring. He 
now features editor for the 
Kane County Chronicle in 
St. Charles, Ill.

jdputerbaugh@gmail.com

Justin Zegar is a Promotional 
Execution Planner at Sears 
& Kmart.

Justin.Zegar@Searshc.com

patrick Yeagle works as a 
general assignment re-
porter and photographer at 
Illinois Times, an alterna-
tive weekly newspaper in 
Springfield.

pyeagle@gmail.com

2009
Jake Bute is a sales represen-
tative at Aerotek in Schaum-
burg, Ill.

jakebute@gmail.com

chris fiordirosa is an Associ-
ate Account Manager at 
Yahoo.

cfiordir@yahoo-inc.com

steve nitz works as a sports 
stringer for the Daily 
Chronicle in DeKalb.

srnitz86@yahoo.com

John ranallo works as a re-
porter for the Beloit (Wis.) 
Daily News and is happily 
awaiting becoming an uncle. 
In his off time he tries to 
stay active and likes spend-
ing time with friends and 
family.

Jcranallo@gmail.com 

Justin smith finally gradu-
ated from NIU in spring 
2009. After some unsuccess-
ful job hunting in Chicago, 
Justin began his career in 
February 2010 at a B2B 
trade magazine in Milwau-
kee, overseeing e & web 
content development. Justin 
is enjoying the Brew City 

experience and is trying 
not to annoy his coworkers 
with his Chicago sports 
allegiances. He is busy with 
running along the lakefront 
and trying to learn acoustic 
guitar.

justin.eric.smith@gmail.com

anne gregolunas is a Sales 
Manager at J.W. Marriott in 
Indianapolis, Ind.

agregolunas@gmail.com

Kevin Kovanich has been a 
social networking intern, 
with hopes of further 
employment, at Merchan-
dise Mart in Chicago since 
February. He started by 
doing social networking for 
the company president, but 
has since been integrated 
into the marketing team. He 
now works on social media 
for the entire company.  

kkovanich@yahoo.com

caitlin mullen, after report-
ing in North Carolina for 
several months and getting 
a taste of the South, is a re-
porter at the (DeKalb) Daily 
Chronicle and is happy to 
be back in the Midwest.

caitlin.m.mullen@gmail.com

Brian termini is the Assistant 
Sales & Marketing Director 
at Rich Harvest Farms in 
Sugar Grove, Ill.
BTermini@RichHarvestFarms.

com

alex Wilkinson is a Financial 
Representative at North-
west Mutual in Downers 
Grove, Ill.
www.alex.wilkinson@nmfn.com

2010
larry arquilla is a Human 
Resources Associate at 
Advocate Health Care.

Larry.arquilla@gmail.com

mike Bauer is a Rebate 
Coordinator at Medine 
Industries.

Mikrbauer33@gmail.com

ryan strong is a reporter for 
the New York Daily News, 
after serving as an intern 
with the paper over the 
summer.

rstrong@nydailynews.com

Justin Weaver is a reporter 
for the Beloit (Wis.) Daily 
News.

jpweaver24@yahoo.com

Jen Whitney is an account 
executive at the Chicago 
Tribune and works primar-
ily with RedEye.

jwhitney@tribune.com

Advisers
Jim Killam and his wife, Lau-
ren, celebrated their 25th 
anniversary June 1. They 
also got to spend a week in 
Haiti in April, working with 
a Christian charity called 
Kids Around the World.

jkillam@niu.edu

maria Krull reports that 
she’s “Enjoying the Star 
as always!” She and “The 
Chief” can be found at just 
about any NIU football or 
basketball game.

mkrull@niu.edu

Jerry thompson is a member 
of the Malta (Ill.)Village 
Board of Trustees and the 
DeKalb County Plan Com-
mission. He and his wife, 
Winnie, are enjoying their 
four grandchildren: two 
boys for daughter Emily 
and two girls for son Eric.

jerwin.malta@verizon.net

Moving? 
Changing jobs? 
Changing your 
primary e-mail 

address? 
Don’t forget 

to tell us!
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1970s-’80s  
star reunion planned 
for early spring

BY caron Weil BlitZ 
Join us for a Northern Star 

Alumni Schmoozefest! Take a 
step back in time, share some 
beers with old Star friends at 
Twin Taps and join us as we 
give Jerry Thompson some 
candid insights on how he 
helped transform our lives.

Plans for a memorable 
reunion of late-1970s to early 
1980s Star alums are under 
way, so stay tuned for more 
details. This likely will be held 
in some connection with the 
Hall of Fame dinner in early 
spring 2010 (see right). 

If you’re interested in 
taking part, send your contact 
info along with a few lines 
about your life and career to 
NorthernStarAlumni@gmail.
com. 

Questions? Call Caron Weil 
Blitz (Star editor 1979-80) at 
847-945-0101. Or find us on 
Facebook, at “Northern Star 
Alumni Schmoozefest 2011.” 

 

The next Northern Star Hall of Fame dinner and induction ceremony will be 
held in early spring 2010 (date to be determined soon).

Now’s the time to nominate a deserving Northern Star alumnus, or a friend of 
the Star, for the 2011 Hall of Fame class. It’s as simple as sending us a letter of 
nomination -- preferably, several letters in support of a particular nominee.

From Northern Star Alumni bylaws, here are the criteria for Hall of Fame 
membership:

The Northern Star Hall of Fame honors former students, former advisers, and 
friends of the Northern Star who have made significant impacts on the Northern 
Star, journalism and related fields, or who have otherwise achieved notoriety based 
in part on experience gained at the Northern Star. 

1. Any former Northern Star student employee is eligible for nomination 
beginning 10 years after his or her last day of student employment at the Northern 
Star.

2. Any former adviser is eligible for nomination beginning 5 years after his or her 
last day of employment by the Northern Star and/or Northern Illinois University.

3. Friends of the Northern Star may be nominated based on special support or 
defense of the Northern Star, either during an exceptional situation or over the 
course of many years.

Hall of Fame nominations will be accepted until Monday, Nov. 15. Letters may be 
mailed to: 

Northern Star Hall of Fame
Campus Life Building, Suite 130
DeKalb, IL 60115

or e-mail letters to jkillam@niu.edu

2011 Hall of Fame
nominations sought
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NIU
Homecoming

Saturday, Oct. 16, 2009

NIU vs. Buffalo
Game time 2:30 p.m.

Tailgating starts at noon. 
Watch your e-mail and the 

Star’s Alumni Web site 
for our location.

www.northernstar.info/alumni


